044883

2

—

28044

(tw antro,

[eTei,

FEDERA. ¢ ELE ok
TRYON. HELLER & RAYES, P.C. o,.rco!w,rsn«
ATTORNEYS AT LAW AR "h.aL
6611 Nonh Scolisdele Road
MICHAEL O. GAUGHAN El Dorade Sauars - Gitrshar Building JUI. 8 m 30 M ) 9460758
DAVID M HELLER Scalizsdale, Arzona 05350-442% 948.2298

DOUGLAS L. RAYES
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July 23, 1996

Federal Election Commission
General Counsel’s Office
Washington D.C. 20463

Re: Paul and Debra LaPrade
MUR-4389

Dear General Counsel’s Office:

As you are aware from my previous letter of July 10, 1996 and the
Statements of Designation of Counsel, this law firm represents Paul and Debra
LaPrade reference the Complaint filed in MUR-4389 with the Federal Election
Commission by Michael Schroeder. Please consider this letter the response by Mr.
and Mrs. LaPrade to the Complaint filed in MUR-4389 regarding their donation to
the Orange County Democratic Party.

By way of background, Paul and Debra LaPrade are husband and wife, The

LaPrades and their four children reside in Phoenix, Arizona and maintain ﬁecond

,hgﬂsghn southern California. Paul LaPrade is a medical doctor specializing in

/f/’ n surgery. Debra LaPrade’s brother, James Prince, was a candidate for the

1996 Democratic nomination in California’s 46th Congressional District. That

primary occurred on March 26, 1996 and Mr. Prince was unsuccessful in that
election.

It is important to note that prior to the 1996 primary, Dr. LaPrade and his
wife Debra had no experience or expertise with federal election laws.
Specifically, their campaign donations, as set forth below, were based entirely
upon assurances by third parties allegedly familiar with federal election laws
that1the donations were appropriate and in full compliance with any applicable
regulation.

In approximately June, 1995, Debra and Paul LaPrade each contributed $1,000
to the 1996 primary election campaign of James Prince for California’s 46th
Congressional District. Additionally, Debra and Paul each contributed $1,000
toward the 1996 general election campaign of Mr. Prince. The LaPrades were
informed that the amounts of their donations complied with federal election laws
and that their donations toward the general election would be refunded if Mr.
Prince was unsuccessful in the primary election.

In February, 1996, Debra called the Orange County, California Democratic
party and spoke with Janes Toledano. Mr. Toledano identified himself as the
Orange County Democratic party chairman and as an attorney. Debra advised Mr.
Toledano that she and her husband wanted to make contributions to the Orange
County Democratic party for voter awareness. She was told by Mr. Toledano that
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she and her husband could each contribute up to $5,000 to the Democratic party.

Thereafter, on or about February 20, 1996, a check in the amount of $10,000
was delivered to the Orange County Democratic party on behalf of Debra and Paul
LaPrade. A copy of that check is attached hereto. The LaPrades did not earmark
their $5,000 party contributions for any specific candidate. The LaPrades placed
no conditions on the use of their donations by the Democratic party. Debra
LaPrade was led to believe that the Democratic party would decide how to
effectively utilize their party donations and she therefore left that matter to
the good judgment of the Democratic party and its party chairman.

Debra LaPrade was informed by Mr. Toledano that $5,000 party donations made
by herself and her husband would be in compliance with the federal election laws
and contribution 1imits. Once again, the LaPrades’ party donations were not
earmarked or conditioned for helping any particular candidate.

Based on the above, it is requested that the Commission find that Debra and
Paul LaPrade did not violate the Federal Election Commission Act and that no
action should be taken against the LaPrades in this matter.

Please be advised that the LaPrades desire to continue to cooperate with
the Commission in this matter. Therefore, if you are in need of any additional
information or documentation, please do not hesitate to call me.

I Took forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
David M. Heller

DMH/dms
Enclosure
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